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120 people participated to the Walk Rally

“International Exchange Walk Rally 2014” took place on May 18th, 120 people
including 70 international citizens from 8 different countries joined this event.
19 groups (about 6 people in each group) started from Inokashira Park station
and walk through the park, aiming at MISHOP, using the map provided to find
the right route. On the way, we had to solve several questions at each point and
put the answer in the given sheet. We were also cleaning the streets collecting
trashes.

This International Walk Rally is held every year in May, on third Sunday, because
this date is the designated National Walk Rally Day. MISHOP hopes International
citizens and Japanese can build friendship with each other through this event.
We also hope the participants get to know around Mitaka City Area and get
familiar with MISHOP.

When we arrived at the final destination MISHOP, we had a good break having
shacks and bevarages.

One of MISHOP’s members Hideyuki Hayashi commented “It was nice weather
and a lot of people participated. I'm glad to see they could build good friendship
with each other. I'm very happy we could organize such a nice event.”
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It was really enjoyable. | was surprised to meet a former student (I used to work at a
child care center) who was in my group coincidentally. The Korean family in my group
was very nice, too and we were cooperative with each other solving questions and
collecting trash on the streets. We were also able to get to know a lot of new things
about Mitaka. (Japanese lady)

It was a good experience for me. Thank you very much for the opportunity to learn
about Mitaka. (Korean man)

| It was a first experience for me to participate in an event like this. | really enjoyed talking

with the people and looking for the answers etc. (Chinese lady)

It was nice weather, a perfect day for
the Walk Rally. I'm studying Chinese
at university. I'm glad | had a chance
to talk in Chinese. (Japanese lady)

Even though | am living in Mitaka,
| visited many places which | didn’t
know. It was good that | could join this
event. (Vietnamese lady)
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It was perfect weather for the Walk Rally and the number of participants was 120,
which was the largest number ever.
“Mitaka City Yuzo Yamamoto Memorial Museum” and “Dazai Osamu Literary Salon”
were included in the visited spots. Several people said “We have been living in Mitaka
for a long time but it was the first time we visited those places.”
It seems we have achieved our wish of building good friendship between international
citizens and Japanese people. The day also turned out as a good opportunity to
discover new aspects of Mitaka city as well.
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