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I had the good fortune of participating in the MISHOP outing to Jindaiji Temple on
Nov. 22, 2011. For the English-speaking participants, an English speaking guide was
provided from the Chofu Volunteer Program. Our guide shared with us many interesting

points about the history of Jindaiji and the cultural artifacts that it holds.
Jindaiji is the second oldest temple in Tokyo; the area around the temple was renown |

For example,

for its soba; the incense shelter shows scorch marks from an 1865 fire; and one of
the bronze statues (the “Peaceful Budda”) is originally from Korea. After the tour, we
joined the other MISHOP members for an outdoor picnic where we shared food, games
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and conversation. Sugoi!

this year’s successful outing.

Debra Pratt
From Hawaii, USA
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memorable day. Many Thanks to the
MISHOP volunteer leaders who planned
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The yearly Farewell Party was held at MISHOP on December 10. There were 124
participants, of which approximately 40% were foreigners. Thomas Low and Kurayuki
Tokumoto served as MCs. After a few words from MISHOP Chairman, Hiroshi Kikuchi
and the Mayor of Mitaka, Keiko Kiyohara, Abeer Yassin, an Egyptian journalist
studying at ICU gave a presentation on her visit to areas affected by the earthquake
and tsunami in Tohoku. Mako Ogiue from Nepal and Deborah Pratt then made a
toast.

Members had brought cuisine from countries including Korea, China, the Philippines,
the U.S. and Japan. The guests mingled and broke the ice by playing a bingo game
using the names of countries.

Mako and her friend performed a Nepali folk dance, after which everyone took part in
a scissors-paper-rock tournament. The party finished with a few words from Tetsuya

Unno, the head of the Committee for Promoting Exchange Activities. )
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Lectures for International Understanding
“Ageing Populations in Asia”

The lecture was held on October 22 at the Mitaka Ekimae Community Center.
Keiichiro Oizumi from the Japan Research Institute’s Center for Pacific Business
Studies gave his lecture to 49 fascinated participants, after which a 30 minute
Q&A session was held.

Due to changing values and overpopulation measures taken in the 80’s, East
Asian countries are facing issues with low birthrates and an ageing population
even earlier than Japan. Those born in the baby boom in the 60’s and 70’s are
left in poor rural villages and there is not social insurance system, so there it is
expected that there will be many poor elderly citizens in these countries.

One participant said “I've never heard anything about this. You might think an
international understanding lecture is beyond you, but once you have a look it is
very interesting.”
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Mako Ogiue (Nepal)

Saturday December 10. | have been learning dance for about 6 years.
| attend LLJ classes on Thursdays. The teachers are very kind.
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| was born in Nepal and now live in Inokashira in Mitaka. I'm learning
Japanese at MISHOP. | peformed a Nepali folk dance at the farewell party on
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Minna no Katsudo-Dayori which launched in August 2011 has now reached its 4th edition
and will continue to be published next year. We would like to wish everyone a happy New

Year.



