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MISHOP News from all activities.
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Unesco World Heritage, Now and Future

On October 21st, at Mitaka Network University was a lecture titled “Unesco
World Heritage, Now and Future” by Mr. Haruhisa Furuta, Director of The Sekaiisan
Research Institute. A total of 55 people attended.

Mr.Furuta first briefly explained the three categories of relevant heritages
i.e. “World Heritage”, “Intangible Cultural Heritage” and “Memory of the World;”
then he went on to mention recent news about the US and Israel withdrawal from
Unesco.

The topic that struck me most was about the “Nanjing Massacre” brought up
by China and, as Mr.Furuta explained, this was “eventually registered as a World
Memory in 2015.”

(1) "At Unesco’s advisory council at that time, there was no expert on Modern
history who could evaluate the Chinese proposal in detail.” In addition, the
decision-making process was not open then and a small number of people e.g.
Director-General etc. in the council seemed to have unilaterally determined
the final registration.

(2) Despite the fact that Japan has been funding the organization 3.8 billion yen

(share:10%) annually, “Japan’s staff of relevant Ministry didn’t have the
slightest idea about what was going on.”

(3) Furthermore, “even at Unesco’s General assembly Japan’s delegates rarely
make statements.”

Having attended the lecture, while | hope for possible constructive

improvements for Unesco, with Japan’s globalization continuing,

| began to ask myself what | could do now and in the not too distant future.
(Seiji Watanabe)
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Language and Culture Course on “Korea” Begins

The “Language and Culture Course on Korea” for learning about Korean culture
and beginner language skills started on October 11th. Tokyo Woman’s Christian
University lecturer Seunghoon Kang is leading the course, which will meet a total
of ten times until December 13.

There are 14 students, including Japanese language school teachers, volunteers
from MISHOP’s “Children’s Classroom” and fans of Korean dramas and KPOP.
Professor Kang introduces history and customs in the first half of the 90-minute
class 90 and teaches the basics of Hangeul in the second half.

MISHOP has offered language and culture courses since 2009, with Korean and
Chinese courses alternating by year. This is the fifth time for the Korean course.

FrLd VW LD

B = (CSo&N

LU SR~ 8% TR AN RS ] 5. 105 28 H. aep¥t
SECHbN. 10 KONEELES B LZrEMUELE, CORERSE. 52
Laxozmusﬁbhfabzotﬁi%%énruiv

BHRED O Ls

sz<¢@>r5¢®h77€ﬁf RSy BhTOELE, ERTHD
CABICER ER B b o1
124 (EE) [TEEOEWETNDHTET ELTELTHNESITLED. K

L LI

LK U Do TY. BATHIELE<EVELE] & B

Enchanted by a Bride’s Costume

“Experience wearing a traditional bridal costume” by
the LLJ member group took place at Mitaka Seishintei on
October 28th. Ten foreign women learners participated.
These first-hand experience sessions are for students to
learn about Japan and is held every year to teach about
the culture.

Ms. K (China) “l have seen Japanese dramas and | was
admired the bridal dresses, but | did not
think it was this complex to wear!”

Ms. | (Korea) “I put on a bride’s kimono for the first time; it was painful and rather
heavy and it seemed to collapse. Still, it was really fun, | thought |
might want to get married in Japan.” (Shigeo Haishi)
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The Global Citizen Lecture on "World Hunger and Activities of the United Nations
WEFP" organized by Mitaka City and hosted by MISHOP and others was held on
October 15th. Mr. Yuji Kotera from the United Nations World Food Program WFP
Association was the speaker. Currently, about 800 million people in the world suffer
from starvation, and 1 out of 4 children experience nutritional deficiency. Causes for
this include an increase in conflict and terrorism as well as natural disasters; everyone
promoting international exchange should keep abreast of these events in the news.
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