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An Interview with Mr. Hidekazu Kajita, the New General
Secretary

Mr. Hidekazu Kajita has been approved by the Mitaka City government to
serve as MISHOP's new general secretary. We asked him for his resolutions
on this new post:

Q What are your impressions of MISHOP?

A Every day, so many LLJ volunteers and foreign nationals visit MISHOP,
and | am surprised that the lobby and lounge are continually crowded.
Also, the places where other group members are independently active is
amazing.

Q Please introduce yourself.

A After working in Mitaka City Municipal Office, | entered City Improvement
Departmentthe and have worked on town planning, roads, sewage and
other projects for 19 years. When | was involved in the development plan
of Mitaka Station Square, there was an office in Mitaka Ekimae Community
Plaza; at that time, MISHOP was also in the same building. In addition

to helping set up the International Festival, | transferred to the Planning
Management Section, and co-hosted the global citizen lecture with
MISHORP. Since | was in the Secretariat and Public Relations Section until
March of this year, | accompanied Mayor Keiko Kiyohara to the festival site
and was overwhelmed by the enthusiasm of the 50, 000 visitors.

Q MISHOP will celebrate its 30th anniversary in November of the coming
year. Please tell me your aspirations.

A | feel the weight of this responsibility. Starting with next month's Walk
Rally, | am planning to participate in various events. | would like to create an
environment where members and volunteers can easily operate.
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Cherry Blossom Viewing in Musashino forest Park
in a “Snowfall of Blossoms”

On April 3rd, some 30 members of the MISHOP Lounge enjoyed cherry
blossom viewing at Musashino forest Park. Among the participants were 7
“Internationals” from Taiwan, Britain, and Nepal.

The group first visited the new sports institute, a future venue of the
Tokyo 2020 Olympics and Paralympics. After that, they strolled along the
street lined with cherry trees and arrived at the park.

Though the peak of the Somei-yoshino cherry blossoms had passed,
other varieties such as the Weeping Cherry Trees were still in bloom, and a

soft snowfall of petals made for a wonderful lunch time together.

At the conclusion of the outing, former MISHOP executive director
Makiko Maeda, recently retired, thanked the group and stated her intention
to continue in MISHOP activities as a member.
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International Friendship Art Exhibition by Children from
the USA and Japan

Commemorating the 100th anniversary of the donation of cherry trees
from Japan to the USA, the "International Friendship Art Exhibition by
children from the USA and Japan" that began in 2012 was exhibited from
March 15 to April 8 in the MISHOP lobby. Cherry blossoms painted by
American and Japanese children were displayed.
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This spring came half a month earlier than usual. The new green
leaves of spring dazzle at Inokashira Park, and flowers continually bloom. The
“International Walk Rally" departing from this park will be held on May 20th.
We are currently recruiting volunteers and staff. Those who can cooperate,

please contact the MISHOP office staff.
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