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An interview with Mr. ISHII, Executive Chairman of the
Mitaka International Festival

The Mitaka International Festival will be held on September 23rd. We talked with
Mr Akio Ishii of the executive committee about his ambitions for this year.

Q How will the festival be this year?

@ Next year MISHOP will celebrate its 30th anniversary and the 30th anniversary
festival. This year | look to make something that’s already good even better in
anticipation of this. Last year, visitors exceeded 50,000 for the first time. | would like
to have many, many people come this year as well.

| think the festival is an important occasion where MISHOP members and
volunteers all come together.

Q Will the layout and scale of stores be different from last year?

@ The layout will be the same as last year to allow everyone to make the rounds
and enjoy all the attractions. There will be about 100 booths. The four World
Bazaar Attraction Corners will feature entertainment such as national dances and
ethnic music of different countries.

Q What performers will be on stage?

@ An alpa player residing in this city, Ms. Hamane, will appear for the first time.



As she was an active member when MISHOP was established, she received an
award at the MISHOP Kick-off Meeting in June—and that led to her performance
this time. Seven other groups such as flamenco dancers and Argentine tango
performances will also appear.

Q Are you recruiting volunteers?

O Yes! Please attend the volunteer briefing held on September 11th if you can
help on the day of the festival.
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Children’s Worldwide Cultural Exchange Program

The “Children’s Worldwide Cultural Exchange Program—Let’s All Sing Gospel
Music” was held at the Community Center near Mitaka Station on August 25, with
nearly 100 parents and children participating.

As a first attempt this year, a “pre-practice workshop” for elementary school
students appearing on the 25th opening concert was held on August 4. Some 36
elementary school students and 18 guardians gathered. Direction was under the
members of the music entertainment group “URUHAMOQO?”. This Gospel choir and
vocalists sing a wide range of songs from different musical genres.

Two songs were practiced on this day, one being “A WHOLE NEW WORLD".

For the soprano and alto parts, participants chose what was most suitable for
themselves. The elementary school students in attendance said that it was a little
difficult, but they enjoyed singing together.

On 25th, under the guidance of URUHAMO, dance songs, ballads, and other well-
known songs were sung in gospel style.
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There’s less than a month until the festival. Both the number of tents and the number
of visitors have become exponentially larger compared with 29 years ago, making
this the largest international exchange festival in the Tama area. This huge event is
supported by many citizens and students. Again this year, we look forward to many
happy faces and hope that the children who come will leave with wonderful memories.




