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the MISHOP Onsen Research Association

| was invited to participate in the MISHOP Onsen Research Association excursion to Hakone, about 2
hours west of Tokyo. A group of about 14 MISHOP volunteers and staff left Tokyo at 1pm on Saturday,
June 29 aboard a chartered private van. The ride was quite comfortable and the MISHOP folks
immediately got into the weekend mode. The bus ride was more fun than your typical ride up a winding
mountain road. Our guides kept us entertained with classic Japanese songs about Hakone and hot
springs. It became clear to me that these researchers were well-versed in the various characteristics

that differentiate hot springs in Japan and elsewhere. We stopped at a Fish Cake factory for a quick tour.
Fish Cake is serious business and the museum covered the long history, all the way to the chemistry of
proteins and peptides in the manufacturing process. It was a lot more interesting than | expected.

When we got to Hakone, we all quickly settled in. The hot baths were wonderful and it became
immediately clear why the MISHOP Onsen Research is so focused on their mission. After the hot
springs, a “Viking” buffet dinner followed with unlimited Japanese delicacies. We ended Saturday with a
wonderful party and lots of spirited Karaoke. The next day started early with, of course, another session
in the hot baths followed by a generous buffet breakfast.

| hope MISHOP invites me back for another research expedition. | highly recommend it!
(Jet Villegas=USA)
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At Kick-Off Meeting 2019, the current number of members is 474 and registered non-
Japanese citizens total 507, an increase from last year. We are delighted to know this, but

many members members mentioned a lack of volunteers and their aging of participants.
How can we bring in citizens in their 20s to 50s? It's a very pressing issue.
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As of July 1st, Mr. Toyohiko Takagai was appointed as managing director of MISHOP. In his words: “I'm
back to the secretariat for the first time in 13 years. So far, | have been involved in the operation of
MISHOP for a total of 12 years—under the supervision of the Association for 3 years, the General Secretary
for 7 years, and the City Superintendent for 2 years. | have also been involved in the International
Exchange Festival. We are proud of our commitment to MISHOP.

The fervent discussions some 30 yeas ago at the pre-establishment caretaker meeting and pre-
establishment meeting at which the ingenuity and efforts of the members promoted grassroots
international exchange have led to the many accomplishments and reputation of MISHOP.

Based on these 30 years of activities and achievements, we remain committed to the development of
grassroots international exchange. Thank you for your support.”

(Toyohiko Takagai)
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Kick-Off Meeting 2019

The MISHOP Kick-Off Meeting 2019-Member briefing session was held on June 22nd. Ms. Zhi Zhi, a
Chinese native, emceed the gathering and opened with a greeting from MISHOP Acting President of the
Board John Plagens. Next, Mr. Takashi Kawamura, the mayor of Mitaka, gave a greeting.

After that, Joseph Pearce from Texas, USA, who has been studying Satsuma Biwa, performed. He and
another performer played part of the “Spring Feast” from the Tale of Genji and the part of “Atsumori”
from the Heike story.

After the break, Mr. Hidekazu Kajita, MISHOP General Secretary, presented the 2018 business report
and the 2019 business plan. Next, there were reports from each group in MISHOP such as multicultural
education as well as reports of regular activities such as the children’s classroom and a Japanese
language class, followed by activity reports from member groups such as LLJ. As an initiative for the 30th
anniversary, there was an introduction of a member opinion exchange meeting.



