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ここの

日
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み

鷹
たか

駅
えき

前
まえ

コミュニティセン
ター大
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会
かい

議
ぎ

室
しつ

で開
かい

催
さい

され、50人
にん

が参
さん

加
か
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　山

やま

田
だ

さんは1993年
ねん

にJICAに入り、2016年
ねん

から3年
ねん

間
かん

、JICAブー
タン事

じ

務
む

所
しょ

長
ちょう

を務
つと

めました。また5年
ねん

前
まえ

までMISHOPの会
かい
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いん

で、国
こく

際
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理
り

解
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講
こう

座
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座
ざ

のテーマは、ヒマラヤの小
しょう
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介
かい

でした。九
きゅう

州
しゅう

ほどの面
めん

積
せき

に72万
まん

人
にん

が暮
く

らすブータンは “幸
しあわ

せの国
くに

”
として知

し

られていますが、輸
ゆ

入
にゅう

品
ひん

への過
か

度
ど

の依
い

存
ぞん

、国
こく

内
ない

市
し

場
じょう

の規
き

模
ぼ

が小
ちい

さく民
みん

間
かん

企
き

業
ぎょう

が
育
そだ

ちにくい、若
わか

者
もの

の失
しつ

業
ぎょう

と薬
やく

物
ぶつ

中
ちゅう

毒
どく

、都
と

市
し

と農
のう

村
そん

の格
かく

差
さ

など様
さま

々
ざま

な課
か

題
だい

を抱
かか

えています。
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開
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だ
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しました。

Lecture on International Understanding: “A New Movement in 
Bhutan, the Happy Country”

 Mr. Koji Yamada of JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency) was the featured speaker 
at a lecture in international understanding titled “Digital Manufacturing: A New Movement in 
Bhutan, the Happy Country” held at Mitaka Ekimae Community Center on November 9th.  Some 
50 people attended.
 Mr. Yamada served as the JICA Bhutan office manager for three years from 2016. He was an 
active MISHOP member until 5 years ago.
 The theme of the course was the introduction of “FabLab”, a digital manufacturing workshop 
that started in 2017 in Bhutan, a small country in the Himalayas. Bhutan, with its population of 
720,000, is known as a “happy country”, but it depends on imported goods, the domestic market 
is small, and private companies are hard to grow, with youth unemployment and drug addiction, 
a gap between urban and rural areas, and other challenges. In this situation, Fab Labs now allow 
citizens to freely create their own things using high-tech machine tools.
 Mr. Yamada helped bring the first 3D printer to Bhutan and supported FabLabs. He explained 
the significance of FabLab’s contributions to Bhutan, such as improving the quality of souvenirs 
and making it useful for rural development by producing solar panels and drones in the 
workshop.
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つくり、若
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用を目
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指した
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めて聞
き

きました。
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  This is the first time I have heard about the 
current state of new technology aimed 
at building anew a country and utilizing 
young people. I learned a lot.

●  ブータンの話
はなし

が聞
き

けておもしろかったです。
ファブラボに興

きょう

味
み

があり、自
じ
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ぶん
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  It was interesting to hear about Bhutan. 
I'm interested in FabLabs and I'd like to 
investigate it myself.

●  日
に

本
ほん

と親
した

しい国
くに

でありながら、何
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も知
し
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ませんでした。今

き ょ う

日の講
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  Despite being close to Japan, I didn't 
know anything about Bhutan. I was able to 
understand much of today's lecture.
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A Special Gathering for Mitaka City Residents and Students from 
The University of Tokyo Mitaka International Hall of  Residence

 “A Special Gathering for Mitaka City Residents and Students from The University of Tokyo 
Mitaka International Hall of Residence ” was held on December 7th at the Mitaka International 
Hall of Residence . Many Mitaka citizens, including MISHOP members, participated and 
interacted with international students.
 For the first part, Professor Kunihiro Ohta, a professor at the University of Tokyo, gave a 
lecture entitled “Switching genes in your body?”
 The second part was a reception, where there were piano performances and vocal music 
presentations by foreign students from Indonesia, as well as poster presentations by five 
undergraduate students, to which citizens listened eagerly.  The final performance by the 
University of Tokyo cheerleader group got a big hand.

Full-scale Disaster Prevention Drill

 Mitaka City Disaster Prevention Drill was held on November 4th at the Mitaka Dai-ni Junior 
High School. There were 1200 participants seriously engaged in the training drills.Ten people 
from MISHOP also participated. Instructions in four languages, Japanese, English, Chinese and 
Hangul, were included at the venue, and an English interpreter wore a special designating 
cape, but unfortunately only one foreign citizen participated. I felt that it would be a major 
issue for MISHOP in the future how to deal with foreign citizens residing in Japan, a country 
prone to natural disasters. 
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 The celebration and par ty commemorating the 30th 
Anniversary of MISHOP was held at the Mitaka Sangyo Plaza 
on December 15th. More than 170 people, including old and 
new officers and members who have been involved in MISHOP 
participated together with foreign citizens. More detailed 
coverage will be given in the next 170 issue. Now let’s look 
forward to the New Year.
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