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If you have any problems, please feel free to
contact MISHOP.

Opening Hours: Monday-Saturday 10:00-17:00

https://www.mishop.jp/
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6™ November 2021 (Sat) 13:00-17:00
Place: Nakano ZERO West Building (2-9-7 Nakano, Nakano ku) (=%
8-minutes walk from the South Exit of JR Chuo /Tozai line “Nakano” Sta.

Sign up: Association for Nakano International Communications (ANIC)

Tel:03-5342-9 169 Email: anic@nifty.com
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Voices from our foreign members
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Wu, Wang, and Ryu are all Chinese students at the Asia-
Africa Linguistic Institute who signed up together for our
LLJ “Let’s Learn Japanese” classes. Here are their stories.
--- Wu-san ---

B Purpose I studied IoT (Internet of Things) at college in
China before graduating last year. Now I'm studying Japanese in
order to continue my education at a graduate school in Japan. One

of my future career choices is to become a researcher.

BMHometown My home of Hangzhou, Zhejiang, in China’s
south is very warm. There’s a huge lake called West Lake that a
lot of people come to visit. My college was in Beijing, but it only
takes about two hours to get to Hangzhou by airplane, or
around eight hours by bullet train, so I'd come back home

several times a year.

BWhat surprised me  Taxis in Japan are expensive. In Chi-
na, they’re cheap and I won’t think twice about flagging down a
taxi. In Japan, I opt for getting around on my bicycle rather than
taking a taxi. When I first came to Japan as a college student, 1
found the bullet train fast and comfortable, but I was shocked at
how expensive the tickets cost. Also, not many shops in Japan ac-
cept cashless payment, which is inconvenient. (*_*) In China, we
hardly ever use cash, and whether it’s a small shop or transporta-
tion, you can just scan a 2D code to pay.

BMDaily Life I used to swim in China, but due to the COVID-
19 pandemic in Japan, I haven’t been to the pool. I exer-game on
my console to work out indoors. After school, I'll study for about
three to four hours daily. To relax, I'll watch anime online. Watch-
ing NARUTO in elementary school was how I first came in contact
with Japan. Back then, I never dreamed that I'd end up living in
Japan and studying the Japanese language.
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--- Wang-san ---
BPurpose After graduating from an automotive repair college in
China, I worked at a repair shop. My goal is to study the Japanese
technologies that go into making such high performance vehicles and
work in Japan. The manufacturing of automobiles involves a lot of
katakana which I'm no good at. In order to get into a Japanese au-
tomotive repair college, I will work on studying harder. (*_*)

B Hometown Before coming to Japan, I lived my whole life in
Jinhua, Zhejiang. Once I started working, I began living on my own
near my parents’ house. Jinhua is in the heart of Zhejiang Province,
surrounded by mountains and rivers, and is a basin with three rivers
running through it. It’s famous for Jinhua ham, one of the top three
hams in the world.
BWhat surprised me  In the region where I lived, the majority of
cars have been switched over to electric cars. Probably because
electricity is cheap in China. I was surprised how high my electricity
bill in Japan was!
HMDoily Life
suggestion to go to culinary school and get my certificate. In Japan,

When I got old enough to work, I took my mom’s

too, I cook for myself as much as I can. The dormitory kitchens have
an induction cooker so it takes a long time to heat up. I can get
nearly any Chinese ingredient that I want. The nearby grocery store
and wholesale supermarket have a wide variety of products, and
they’re cheap, so they’re an international student’s best friend!
Anything I can’t find at the supermarket, I can buy at the specialty
Chinese grocery store in Shin-Okubo. Cooking makes me feel “alive”
and “quiets my mind.” When I eat out, I feel “crestfallen.” That’s why
I think I like cooking.

--- Ryu-san ---

BPurpose I studied electrical engineering at college in China. I'd
like fo go on to graduate school in Japan, work for a Japanese
company, and spend the rest of my life here in Japan. (~_*)
BMHometown I cannot understand the local dialect of Wu or Wang!
The three of us speak standard Mandarin Chinese with each other. I
was born in Inner Mongolia, and then moved to Shanxi when I was in
elementary school. Shanxi is famous for its noodles, and noodles are
the staple food there. But since my parents weren’t originally from
Shanxi, we often ate white rice too. (~o~ When I was a college stu-
dent, I lived in the dorm in Jilin Province in Northeast China. Jilin is
very cold, and it gets to as far as -257C in the winter!

BWhat surprised me I was surprised by Japan’s electric bicycles.
The bicycles that run on electricity in China are built like a
motorcycle and you make them go by turning the handle. You don’t
need a license to operate them. I bought an electric bicycle so that I
wouldn’t get tired on my commute to school. I was shocked at how
expensive it was: 120,000 yen. Even using an electric bicycle, it
takes 40 minutes one way from my friend’s house to school.

HDaily Life
for a group where Chinese people can get together to play basket-

I played basketball in China. Here in Japan, I looked

ball, but I only played with them once. It costs money and takes time
out of my schedule, so the only exercise I get is on my daily bicycle
commute to school. Even so, I'll ride whether it’s sunny or rainy, and
it takes 40 minutes each way, not to mention it’s hilly, so I'm getting
plenty of exercise despite having to stay inside a lot. (*)/

Over the summer, I went to Karuizawa with some friends from China.
It took about two and a half hours by car. Being surrounded by lush
nature was very refreshing for me. It was nice and cool in Karuizawa!
Since I don’t speak Japanese when I'm with other Chinese people, I
would love to find someone I can speak Japanese with.

*Thank you, Wu, Wang, and Ryu, for your invaluable insights.
*And thank you, Christine Dashiell, for the wonderful translation.

L & ® H ZHh < s TS ’OKDD Efi3e) D\b\ H# L &2 R

o (28 = | B IR X 7 18 = (MISHOP) T 210018 ST S-s0-12

;E‘g"f'%s%° Mitaka International Society for HOsPitality Tel 0422-43-7812

. (20) = 8 Bl bR 3e by & (MISHOP) 55 httos:// ishop.i/

442 (F AT e A L5 5 (MISHOP) A3 ttps.// WwWw.misnop.jo 2021 November




