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Chateraise Ski Resort Yatsugatake (Nagano)

Coming soon! Have a blast this winter skiing with MISHOP members!
Never been skiing? Never even seen snow? Don’t worry! Our
volunteer instructors are here to help!
The countermeasures for Prevention of Covid |19 will be carefully
followed during the tour. Thank you for your cooperation.
MEligible participants-Capacity:
Non-Japanese residents & their family members (Junior high school
agers and up) * 25 people/ MISHOP members, helpers: 25 people
M Date: Feb 26th — 27th, 2022 (I night 2days)
B Ski Resort: Chateraise Ski Resort Yatsugatake (Nagano)
B Accommodations: Kawakamigo Nature Village
(Mitaka City Extra-Curricular Facilities, Nagano)
BMFee: Adults ¥14,000
(Includes transportation, accommodation and insurance)
*There are separate fees for the lift and rental costs for ski
equipment and ski wear.
M Application starts : From Jan | Ith 9:00am-
See the flier.

Chat Remotely!
We now have a program where you can converse over the

internet. Don’t know Japanese? That’s okay!
Conversations will be led by native Japanese-speaking

volunteers.

Let’s all have fun speaking Japanese online together!

B Sign-up: See the MISHOP Homepage or the flier.
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MISHOP Office Hour
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If you have any problems, please feel free to
contact MISHOP.

Opening Hours: Monday-Saturday 10:00-17:00

Please check the MISHOP website for the latest

information.
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MISHOP will be closed

from 29" Dec (Wed) to 3" Jan (Mon).
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Voices from our foreign members
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In this edition, we heard from Ms. Nonabell Tomosada of the Philippines.
Ms. Nonabell is taking one of our Japanese language classes online.

HEHometown

I used to live in the capital city of Manila with my Japanese husband and our two
daughters. My husband and I moved to Japan in November of last year so that he
could receive dialysis here. In the meanwhile, our daughters have remained in
Manila along with our long-term maid. The official languages of the Philippines are
English and Tagalog, but my own mother tongue is Ilocano. English and Tagalog
have been taught as subjects since elementary school.

EImpression

It hurts being away from my daughters, but aside from that, life in Japan is
"heavenly." I appreciate getting to experience the four seasons that Japan offers,
and I'm glad I can walk the streets in safety. Since the roads are so well
maintained, I'm living a healthy life, where I walk out and about to enjoy the
outdoors. The only place I could go "out and about" in Manila was to a shopping
mall.

Between the large parks of Inokashira Park and the Jindai Botanical Gardens,
along with the small neighborhood parks that are all so well maintained, Mitaka
has a beautiful nature-filled environment. I'm always so surprised to see all the
parents playing with their children and daycare teachers taking strolls with the
little ones in the parks, to say nothing of the grade schoolers who ride the bus or
train all by themselves! From an environmental and safety standpoint, that’s
unimaginable in the Philippines! It’s too dangerous for children to walk to and from
school there, so they ride a school bus or make use of a tricycle, a three-wheeled
vehicle. You tell the driver where you want to go, and he takes you there for about
35 yen. Compared to tricycles, Japanese trains and buses are so expensive, but
they can’t be beat when it comes to safety.

I was initially shocked at how expensive various things are in Japan, but I've gotten
used to it. Bananas, for instance! The majority of bananas are imported from the
Philippines so it makes sense that they’d be more than the local cost, but...still it’s
exorbitant! (LOL)

BMJapanese

I've been attending a Japanese class online through MISHOP since May. At the
beginning, I was too embarrassed to even speak, but as of late, I've gotten much
more used to it. It’s taking a while, but since I get to practice words and phrases
in my everyday life, it’s really sticking. When I first came to Japan, I didn’t
understand it when people would say “good work” and “take care” to me in shops
or the hospital and such. But little by little, I've gotten better at picking up on
words. Lately, I've even managed to reply back with “thank you” myself!

I'm working on getting better at ordering things at restaurants. At first, I found
the Japanese counting system so difficult! You can’t just say “one, two, three, etc.”
but have to use specific counters such as for abstract things or the days of the
month, etc. I didn’t get that before, but now I've finally figured it out! I've gotten
so that I can now ask at restaurants for “One ___, please” and “Excuse me, may I
have some water?” which is making life in Japan much more enjoyable! My
daughters are also rooting for me from the Philippines! It seems they’ve started to
study Japanese on their own time too. Their pronunciation is very good. I think they
might be getting further along than even me, so I need to hurry up!

I never thought that I'd live in Japan, so I never felt the need to learn Japanese.
My husband may be Japanese, but we always speak English in our house. I'd come
to visit Japan twice a year before, but my husband’s family also always spoke
English with me. Even after having moved to Japan, I never knew how long I'd be
living here and figured I could just speak English with the friends I made here
anyway, but soon I began to think that I want to communicate in Japanese! That
was my motivation for studying Japanese. My mother-in-law understands English,
but she’s pleased when I greet her with the Japanese “How are you?” and is glad
I'm studying Japanese. I'm Catholic, so I attend Church every week. Masses are
held in English and in Tagalog, once a month each. I attend the Japanese-
language masses too since prayers are all the same no matter what the language.
EFriends

I'm happy to have made friends through the Japanese language class. I've also
intfroduced my friends to the other Filipino, and we get along well. Some of us just
happened to meet on the bus and started talking that way! The class is held online
for now, but since we all live in the same area, we get to meet up in person too.

Y Ms. Nonabell, thank you for your wonderful testimony!
Y Thanks to Christine Dashiell for the English translation.

H L&k o2&

(MISHOP)

T181-0013 = FE&3-30-12
ZRTHRRFEY 390759 4R

Tel 0422-43-7812
https.//www.mishop.jp/

2022 January




