MISHOP News from all activities.
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Farewell Party 2015

Once again, the wonderful folks at MISHOP climaxed their hospitality toward
foreign residents of Mitaka and the surrounding area by throwing an End of the Year
Party. The tireless front desk staff coordinated the logistics and supplied their usual
smiles and warm welcomes to all. The official start of the celebration began with an
announcement by Mr.Suzuki, which was followed by a surprise visit of Mrs.Kiyohara,
Mayor of Mitaka.

American LLJ student, Mr.Ed Rinkiewicz, raised a drink and gave a “kanpai” to
the MISHOP volunteers and to all the people of Japan. The entire event was kept on
schedule by the talented and lovely students from Hosei University, who emceed the
party in both Japanese and English.

Delicious international food was available at the side tables and fun was had by
all with games like International Bingo and Rock, Paper, Scissors. For those who
didn't play the games, there was plenty of beer, wine, and shochu. The drinks were
especially important because, when a computer malfunction silenced the music, we
were all merry enough to clap out a rhythm for the polish dancers to continue their
dance.

The party was short but sweet, beginning at 14:00 and ending at 16:00. Those
of us who stayed till the end got to see Japanese efficiency at work when the
decorations, tables, and food for about two-hundred people was cleaned up and the
classroom setups were reorganized in only 20 minutes.

MISHOP's End of Year party is a multi-purpose festivity that celebrates the passing
of the old year, the secular parts of Christmas (the Yuletide) and the anticipation of
the New Year. There was something for everyone. Tickets are 500 or 1000 yen—
depending on how much you drink.

But don't wait until next year's party to stop by! MISHOP offers a wide selection of
language and cultural classes, and hosts seasonal field trips and festivals as well.

Happy New Year!
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“‘Korean Language and Culture” course

Last year's Korean Language and Culture course, held on Wednesdays between
October 14th and December 16th, was an amazing success, according to all who
participated.

Lectured by Professor Kang Seunghoon from Tokyo, the first half of each class
consisted of instruction in the Korean language. The second half of each class covered
cultural topics of interest including—but by no means limited to—Korean cuisine,
history and education.

The class of fifteen people was comprised mainly of housewives seeking personal
improvement and students involved in college research.

One participant, a student pursuing a Master's Degree, told us: “I learned a lot
about Korea in this course, which was important to me because it's the nearest country
to Japan.”

Another participant, who teaches Japanese to foreign kids, said: “I took this class
because | thought it would help my language teaching career by showing me how hard
it is to learn a foreign language. It was a great experience, filled with discovery—and
I'm sure this will be reflected in my own class.
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A Special Gathering for Mitaka City Residents and
Students from Mitaka International Hall of Residence
of the University of Tokyo

The gathering took place on December 5th. It began with a lecture on “Science
of Origami” by Mr. Tomohiro Tachi, an assistant professor of the University of Tokyo.
It was an interesting lecture about the geometry and algorithm of origami and their
engineering applications to many fields.

At the party we also enjoyed the presentations by the graduate and undergraduate
students, follow by the piano and wind music performances.

As the gathering was co-sponsored by MISHOP, we set up a corner in the venue to
promote our services and was visited by many people.
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Happy New Year, everybody!

2015 brought many great new members to the PR group and the coordination of our
many duties—from event reporting & photography, to proofreading & page layout, to
printing & posting—has been remarkably harmonious.

We'll continue our reporting efforts throughout 2016 and keep you posted.

\We enjoy making our friendly little bulletin, and hope you enjoy reading it as well! /




