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The Mitaka International Festival was held on September 24th at the
Inokashira West Park. This year, visitors exceeded 50,000 for the first time.

About 100 organizations--including NGOs--were present. In addition to
the main stage, 8 multicultural attraction corners were set up, and many,
many people eagerly watched ethnic dances from countries such as
Mexico along with remarkable ethnic music from Kyrgyzstan and Mongolia,
together with the Chinese novelty “Henmen.”
The 400 volunteers at the event included high school and university
students who actively participated as hosts, assistants, interpreters, trash
crews, etc. Mr. Hisashi Suzuki, executive chairperson, said, “The number of

visitors increased thanks to the good weather and the wide array of foods
and performances featuring folk dances and music.”
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Children Enjoy Gospel Music
Experiencing world culture

On August 26th, an event called “Enjoy Gospel Music” for parents and
children was held at the Mitaka Ekimae Community Center.

The guests were members of “URUHAMO”, a music entertainment
group. All present enjoyed choruses from the “Lion King” and the hymn
“Amazing Grace.” The group’s voices were exquisitely beautiful.

There was also a basic lesson in Gospel music, after which the children
took to the stage and sang a Gospel song together with their parents and
the URUHAMO members. What an enjoyable time!
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The International Festival ended successfully. Thank you executive
committees, shops, volunteers, and staff for all the good work. The faces of
people visiting the venue were full of smiles. We hope to see lots of smiles

L again next year.
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