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International Residents Actively Participate in “Mitaka
Community Disaster Prevention Festival”
The “3rd Mitaka Community Disaster Prevention Festival,’an event where participants can

learn about disaster preparedness while having fun, was held on Friday, March 20 (the Spring
Equinox national holiday) at Mitaka Chuou Bosai Park. MISHOP set up a “Kids' Workshop

for Disaster Preparedness” booth. We held workshops where participants, together with
international volunteers, created paper crafts that can be made even in evacuation shelters,
including kendama (a traditional Japanese toy), original stickers, and origami slippers for
emergency use. The workshops were supported by nine volunteers from the UK, Australia,
the US, China, Taiwan, and South Korea, along with four Japanese members. A total of 110
children and adults visited the booth and enjoyed the crafts.
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“Ohanami (Cherry Blossom Viewing) Spring Extracurricular
Lounge Event Enjoyed by 46 Participants

The spring extracurricular
lounge event, “Ohanami
Picnic," was held on the
afternoon of Tuesday,
March 24, at Inokashira
park,West park,Bunka-
koryu-hiroba. Thirteen
participants from China,
Spain, Ukraine, Taiwan,
Mexico, Canada, the

Democratic Republic of
the Congo, and South
Korea, along with 23 Japanese members, spread out blankets under the cherry blossoms and
enjoyed lively conversation over snacks.
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Twenty-four Japanese Language Volunteers Attend Training
Session

On Saturday, March 14, MISHOP hosted a Japanese language volunteer training
session titled “Tips for Supporting Japanese Language Learners: Professor John
E. Plagens’ s Experience of Learning Japanese,” facilitated by John Plagens, a
MISHOP board member and professor at Japan Lutheran College. Twenty-four
volunteers currently active in Japanese language classes, children’ s classes,
and the LLJ listened intently. Many questions were raised, and Professor Pla-

gens answered them thoughtfully.
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