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» This and That at MISHOP MISHOP News from all activities.
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The “International Exchange Walk Rally * was held on May 20th with 69
Japanese and 37 foreign nationals from 13 different countries/area. The
participants divided into 14 groups, walking from Inokashira-koen Station
to MISHOP while answering questions. The winner was “Deep Explorer”, a
group of six people from the United States, Taiwan, and Japan.

A total of 42 student volunteers from nearby colleges actively supported
the event, held on a beautiful spring day.
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Ol really enjoyed the walk because | was able to see many beautiful parts

of the city, learn about Mitaka, and talk to very interesting people. |

was happy to have a group that was very diverse with members from
different backgrounds and countries. The staff was very nice and helpful
and | had a great time!
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I enjoy walking around the park and discover new places in the way. It
was a good opportunity to challenge my Japanese language knowledge
and try to talk in Japanese
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(I was surprised that the course and questions were set so precisely.
Although I live in Mitaka, | was able to come to know about Seishintei
and the Yuzo Yamamoto Memorial Museum. It was an opportunity to
learn about the culture of Mitaka. | am impressed by the preparation
and arrangements. It seemed that my American teammates were also
impressed by the beauty of Inokashira Park.)
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Ms. Sirkku Sakane who is from Finland and has lived 40 years in Japan, was
invited to speak at MISHOP’s lecture series for international understanding.
Her topic of "Comparing Finland and Japan on Childrearing, Working and
Living" was presented on May 26th, with 85 people keenly interested in the
educational system of the welfare state of Finland and the framework of a
gender equal society. Most were women in their 30s and 40s.

Ms. Sakane lived in Japan from ages 3 to 12, and then returned to Japan in
1985, working at Finnish companies while raising her children.

The lecture explained in Japanese the history and geography of Finland,

its gender equal society, childrearing, and ways e —
of working and living. It introduced an advanced 11 - ‘ |
system such as workplaces without overtime, various .
support for childrearing, free medical care until 18
years of age, and free educational at universities.
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| was very happy to know the values of child rearing that are different
from Japan while raising a 1 year old child. In particular, the words "l do
not have to be with everyone" "Even if | am working, and if | do not have
time with my child, | hope the time | do have is intense" struck me.
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The notion that | am me and others are others is not so easy to realize in
Japan, but it gave me encouragement.
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From a father with a child of ten months: “l was very strongly persuaded
to raise children so that they could be independent. There are also
relationships between the couples and children and families, so there
were many things to admire.”
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| sympathized with the ideas of “placing importance on silence” and
“people are people”.
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The 29th Mitaka International Festival will be held on September 23rd at the Inokashira
West Park Koryu Hiroba & around baseball field. Mr. Akio Ishii will serve as the

executive chairman this year. The third committee meeting will be held on July 24th.
Please join us if you are able to help.




